Gamma-glutamyl transpeptidase activity and its serial measurement in differentiation between extrahepatic biliary atresia and neonatal hepatitis.
The liver functions of 17 babies with extrahepatic biliary atresia (EHBA) and 19 babies with neonatal hepatitis (NNH) were analyzed. The serum gamma-glutamyl transpeptidase (GGTP) level and its rate of rise were significantly higher in the EHBA group. Both cross-sectional and longitudinal studies showed a positive correlation between the GGTP activity and the duration of the disease. The diagnostic accuracy is 79% for EHBA and 95% for NNH. It is suggested that GGTP and its rate of rise are the most important biochemical parameters in the differential diagnosis of these two diseases.